2015
Essay Contest Winning Entries

Why Animal Shelters Are Important to Communities

Category #1 (Grade 3-5)
1st Place ($250), Beau Causey, Pattie Elementary School
1st Place ($250), Seth Hardeman, Triangle Elementary School
2nd Place ($100), Chloe Harmon, Belmont Elementary School
Category #2 (Grade 6-8)
1st Place ($250), Timothy Porterfield, Marsteller Middle School
2nd Place (100), Ester Escobar, Beville Middle School
3rd Place ($50), Maddy Baldwin, Benton Middle School
Category #3 (Grade 9-12)
1st Place ($250), Ben Baldwin, Forest Park High School
2nd Place ($100), Lindsey Kohlbecker, Woodbridge Senior High School

The Prince William SPCA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization established in 2004 to benefit the animals of the greater Prince William County,
Virginia, area. This all‐volunteer organization is dedicated to protecting domestic animals from cruelty, neglect, and abandonment, and
stopping the unnecessary overpopulation of companion animals. Our goal is to end the euthanasia of adoptable cats and dogs in Prince
William County by promoting and supporting programs involving mutually beneficial relations between people and companion animals. For
more information on the Prince William SPCA, visit www.pwspca.org.
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Why Animal Shelters are Important to Communities
Beau Causey, Grade 5
Pattie Elementary School, Dumfries VA
Category: Grade 3‐5, Prize: $250
Animal shelters are important to communities because they rescue stray animals before they hurt
themselves, hurt others, or never find their homes. Animal shelters also provide education, information
and assistance for the people in the communities.
According to the ASPCA, 7.6 million companion animals enter shelters in the US each year. 2.7 million are
adopted to new homes and 649,000 are returned to their owners. The ASPCA estimates that 29% of cats
and dogs in the United States came from animal shelters. The animal shelters in local communities can
find homes for abandoned or unwanted dogs.
Prince William County's animal shelter was built in 1975. Out of all the Northern Virginia animal shelters,
ours is the oldest without renovation or expansion and it's the smallest. To be the smallest and oldest
animal shelter, they handle the largest amount of animals in Northern Virginia. Without our animal
shelter, over 4,500 animals would be running around the county, causing traffic problems and spreading
diseases to people and other animals in 2014.
The animal shelter will rescue stray animals and find them a new home. Before animals get their new
home, they are given their shots, checked by a veterinarian and given a microchip. The microchip is like
a tracking device that helps locate the animal’s owner if they get lost in the future. When a stray animal
is brought to the animal shelter they will look for a microchip to help locate the owner.
The workers at the animal shelter provide education and information about animals to the community.
They also capture dangerous and wild animals to help protect the citizens.
If chosen as a winner I would like to donate my prize to Semper K9 Assistance Dogs. Semper K9 rescues
dogs from the animal shelter and trains them to be service dogs for wounded warriors.
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Why Animal Shelters are Important to Communities

Seth Hardeman, Grade 4
Triangle Elementary School, Triangle VA
Category: Grade 3‐5, Prize: $250
Last summer my 18 year old brother took me to the Prince William County Animal Shelter. We brought
home a cat named Calli. It was my first visit to a shelter and I will never forget it. I saw many cats and dogs
scratching on the glass to get my attention and heard dogs barking loudly. The animals seemed anxious
to find some attention. The shelter was just a place to care for the animals and protect them from outside
but it was not a home or place an animal would want to live.
I asked what would happen to all these animals and learned they would not be killed but needed forever
homes. It reminded me of the movie Toy Story but with living things. All they wanted was to be loved
again. At one time these were people’s pets, now they were abandoned. This is the sad truth about
animals at the shelter, the animals are homeless and waiting for someone to bring them home.
The reason we need shelters is to control overpopulation of animals particularly cats roaming the streets
that roam wild, carrying diseases. I researched and found out there are millions of cats abandoned and
wild nationwide.
Without shelters, animals may be abused or hurt by owners who are frustrated with their pet or no longer
can care for their pet the right way.
Shelters are important to bring communities together by creating ways to volunteer and learn about being
a humanitarian. Animals who need a second chance at being part of a family can be found in one spot and
keeps adoption costs down so anyone wanting a pet can afford them unlike pet stores that charge a lot
and breed animals in unsafe conditions. Shelters make sure the pet population is controlled and animals
treated respectfully.
I can tell you that Calli loves her new home. She is playful and a sweet cat (and litter box trained). I would
have never known about the shelter if my brother had not taken me there. When I am old enough to pick
a pet of my own, I will look for a community shelter because all pets deserve a second chance.
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Why Animal Shelters are Important to Communities
Chloe Harmon, Grade 4
Belmont Elementary School, Woodbridge VA
Category: Grade 3‐5, Prize: $100
Animal shelters are very important because they care for abandoned or neglected animals. They provide
temporary homes for animals on the street. They also provide heath for sick wounded animals. They find
homes for strays, and neglected and abused animals. If you see an animal you like at the shelter the
people will let you adopt the animal you see.
Some animals on the street die of hunger and disease. We could increase the population of animals if
people would stop abusing all of the animals or leaving them to die when they're sick.
We live in a small community called Woodbridge Forest. We rescued some animals, such as skunks,
opossums, foxes, raccoons, cats and even bats, and took them to the animal shelters. We even gave
homes for baby cats.
Some people buy baby chicks or bunnies for Easter. Then, when Easter is over and they get bigger, the
people stop caring about them and kill them or get rid of them.
Some people poison their pets when their pets are sick and leave them to die. So the shelter has more
work to do when they are sick but they have a cure to give them so they are not in pain.
You can go to jail for animal cruelty. That’s very bad so don’t abuse animals or you will go to jail.
People don't understand how hard it is to drive back and forth to get animals to safety‐‐it's not easy.
Animal shelters are helping animals all over the world. That means they are important.

4
Prince William SPCA – PO Box 6631, Woodbridge, VA 22195 – www.pwspca.org

Why Animal Shelters are Important to Communities
Tim Porterfield, Grade 7
Marsteller Middle School, Bristow VA
Category: Grade 6‐8, Prize: $250
Animal shelters are an extremely important part of our law enforcement. Obviously, they are a source of
pets, but they are more than this. Shelters are a refuge for animals that were bred to live alongside
humans, but through some ill fortune wound up homeless. Shelters provide food, water, protection,
medical care, socialization and a simple feeling of security to these animals. In shelters, animals see the
better side of a species they may have learned to fear. Shelters also go to the trouble of inserting
microchips into and spaying and neutering the animals they find, so that whoever adopts them is spared
the trouble. These are valuable services to the community. Animal shelters are also very helpful for
returning lost pets. Sometimes it would be impossible to return pets without shelter assistance, because
pets can sometimes stray miles from their homes, and even when found, those that find them may not
have the patience, time, or resources to reunite the pet with its owner.
My great grandmother once had a stray shepherd living in her barn, and when shelter workers examined
his tags they found he was three states away from home. When they contacted the owner, they
discovered he had been missing for two years. Without shelters, he might never have found his way back.
When I visited our local shelter, I was told they usually receive 2‐10 animals a day, and that’s only on the
weekdays, which tend to be slower than the weekends. Think of how many days are in a year. That’s a
lot of animals that would be roaming the streets, a danger to themselves and others, if not for shelters.
Humans benefit from animal shelters, too. When domestic animals are in the wild they can carry disease
or even destroy human property looking for food. They may even attack pets or humans out of insecurity,
which is a loss for both parties, as the human will be inconvenienced and the animal hurt or possibly killed.
Without animal shelters, we would have no way to deal with these animals except to kill them. Animal
shelters provide a much more humane alternative.
Some may not realize that animal shelters are staffed by people who truly care about the animals. They
are trained to protect and serve both humans and animals and they take this responsibility very seriously.
One woman I talked to at our local shelter said the hardest part about her work is making the decision to
euthanize an animal, and it is only done if the animal resists all attempts at rehabilitation or is already
dying.
Many shelters provide dog food pantries for the community, for those that cannot afford to feed their
dogs themselves, so if a person was unemployed they would not have to give up their pet. They also
provide education and training for pet owners, so the pet is not returned to the shelter.
Rescue organizations often partner with shelters to find homes for animals who need temporary housing.
They find foster homes for the animals until the owner can care for them again. Clearly, shelters perform
many invaluable services to both humans and animals and without them, both would suffer. In my
lifetime, I’ve seen shelters do wonderful work. To quote a poster I saw at the animal shelter, and one I
wholeheartedly agree with, good things come out of shelters.
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Why Animal Shelters are Important to Communities
Ester Escobar, Grade 6
Beville Middle School, Dale City VA
Category: Grade 6‐8, Prize: $100
Animal shelters are an important part of the community for many different reasons. They are helpful to
not only the animals, but also the people in a community. I believe that the most important reasons are
because they give unwanted pets a second chance of getting adopted, dangerous animals are taken off
the streets or homes, and the shelter makes sure the animals are kept healthy by making sure they are
taken to the vet.
As much as we would like to believe, not all animals are friendly. Some animals can harm people, other
animals, and also homes. Because animal shelters exist, the people of the community can call animal
control to help get rid of the dangerous animal. This can help people feel safe. If there weren’t any animal
shelters, there wouldn’t be a place for these dangerous animals to go and people would be too afraid of
the dangerous ones. For example, if a stray animal goes into somebody’s back yard and is hurting their
pet, they can call the shelter to have somebody come to take the animal out. Or, if there is a snake or an
animal that is not supposed to be in the house, then the animal control officer can remove them from the
house.
Another reason shelters are important is because if a pet is not wanted anymore, the shelter can take
them in and give it a second chance at finding another home. If a family can no longer take care of the
pet, they can drop it off at the shelter instead of letting it go on the streets where it has a greater chance
of dying. The shelter makes sure they find the right home for these pets also. The animals are not just
given to anybody that wants them. A lot of people would rather adopt from shelters because these
animals need a second chance.
When animals arrive at a shelter they are checked for anything that can be wrong. They make sure they
get vaccinations they need to keep them healthy. They are also spayed or neutered before they are
adopted or they make sure the owner has it done right away. I know because, we have a shelter pet and
we had to take him to the vet the next day to get it done. Also, the animal is given a microchip at the
shelter while it is there. In case it gets lost, they know who he or she belongs to. This is very important
because the shelter helps the pets get a start at a very healthy life.
Animal Shelters are a great part of the community for so many reasons. The most important reasons are
because dangerous animals are kept off the streets or homes, they have a second chance at finding a
loving home, and because the shelter makes sure the animals are kept healthy. This is the greatest part
of the community for animals because the people at the animal shelter care.
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Why Animal Shelters are Important to Communities
Maddy Baldwin, Grade 7
Benton Middle School, Manassas VA
Category: Grade 6‐8, Prize: $50
A family pulls up to their local shelter and walks in. They are there to adopt that perfect family dog. The
children go up and down the clean halls of the shelter stopping and staring into the eyes of each deserving
animal. One of them stops and yells to the other to come over, he’s found a dog. The family takes home
the black and white collie with a smile on all of their faces. Animal shelters are a vital part of every
community. They play an important role in them because shelters offer volunteering programs, they care
for animals, take in lost pets, and people can find their perfect companion there.
Many animal shelters provide young people with opportunities to help out through volunteering.
Volunteering looks great on a resume and it give people a chance to give back to their community. Since
many shelters are under‐funded, volunteers are an essential part in keeping up the tasks paid staff do not
have time for. The jobs volunteers do include walking the dogs, playing with the animals, and in some
shelters cleaning the cages. Volunteers will be making a difference not only to the animals, but to their
community and to the shelter.
There are millions of animals roaming the streets in the United States. Animal shelters take in those stray
and abandoned animals. They also provide a second chance for those animals that were abused or
forgotten. The ASPCA, American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, estimates that 7.6
million animals enter shelters nationwide every year. That is a whole lot of animals that need care and
shelters provide just that. Every animal that is put into a shelter is given food, water and a place to live.
They take extra care of those that are injured or sick. Shelters provide safety and love for homeless
animals. Everyone has seen those signs for lost pets, some people have lost their own pet, and animal
shelters are a place where people can bring in the animals they find or have them on the look for the
animal. Lots of shelters have lost and found systems where they hold the pet for a certain amount of time
before other action is taken. Usually you call the local shelter and file a lost report and they do their best
with getting word out to the community. These systems save countless pets’ lives, because picking up an
animal kept them from crossing the street at the wrong time or from wandering off even more. Animal
shelters are an effective and easy way for finding your pet.
What person has never wanted a pet? Animal shelters are the primary place to find a furry friend.
According to the ASPCA approximately 2.7 million animals are adopted from shelters each year. All animal
shelters have a wide variety of pets, someone special for everybody. Plus, animal shelters do a fantastic
job of helping future pet owners make decisions that is best for the animal and the family. As Happy Paws
Rescue in New Jersey says, “People that say ‘money can’t buy happiness’ have never paid an adoption
fee.” Pets supply people and people supply pets with years of fun, love and joy.
It’s clear that animal shelters are a necessary part in all communities. They get people to help out, get
animals off the streets, have a lost and found system and find pets permanent homes. Animals are an
important part in lots of people’s lives, and they deserve the absolute best treatment and care before and
after adoption.
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Why Animal Shelters are Important to Communities
Ben Baldwin, Grade 9
Forest Park High School, Woodbridge VA
Category: Grade 9‐12, Prize: $250
Whether you are a dog, cat or even a bird person it is hard to ignore all that animal shelters do for people
and their pets. They allocate many services that would be harder to find otherwise. Animal shelters are
important to communities because they provide a safe place for lost animals to stay, are a place that
allows a person to walk out with a new best friend, and promote vaccinations and other health benefits.
One of the main reasons animal shelters are so important is their help with the protection and care of lost
animals. Losing an animal can be one of the worst things a family or person can go though. It is essentially
losing a family member. Animal shelters are many times the first place people will check for these lost
animals. If the animal is not there when they come by then they can leave a description and picture of the
animal so that if the shelter finds a match they can notify the owners. If a shelter receives or finds animals
that a family does not claim, they will still take care of them but also help them find a new home.
Animal shelters are one of the best and safest ways to adopt an animal. According to the American Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, "Approximately 2.7 million shelter animals are adopted each
year” (Pet Statistics). Before adoption, shelters will often give the animals behavioral tests and check their
health. This allows the new owners to not have to worry about making sure their pet is up to date on
everything. Animal shelters also provide an easy step‐by‐step process to adopt animals. After looking
around the shelter and finding an animal you like, the animal and soon to be owners are given a chance
to interact together. If the family is compatible with the animal, then the shelter will go over any
health/behavioral problems that he/she may have and explain policies or services of adoption (How
Adoption Works). After these steps the owners will be allowed to take home their new best friend.
Animal shelters help to ensure that the overall population of animals are healthy and that the spread of
disease among them is low. They provide a place for animals to get vaccinations and other needed shots.
This could also help to keep humans healthy by lowering the likeliness that someone could contract an
illness from an animal or pet. Before an animal can even go up for adoption they are checked for problems
like rabies and hookworms. If a problem is found then the animal will be treated before being adopted.
Shelters also help to protect animals against diseases such as uterine infection, breast cancer, and
testicular cancers by providing a place for pets to be neutered/spayed (Top 10 Reasons to Spay or Neuter
Your Pet). It is important to do this to pets to protect them from these diseases and to stop
overpopulation of shelters.
Animal shelters do a lot of good for communities. They help pets and their families come together while
making sure they are together for a long time with things like vaccinations and keeping lost animals off
the streets. Without animal shelters, communities would have a hard time helping these families and their
animals.
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Why Animal Shelters are Important to Communities
Lindsey Kohlbecker, Grade 10
Woodbridge Senior High School, Woodbridge VA
Category: Grade 9‐12, Prize: $100
For many people animal shelters are not very important, they’re just a place where animals go when their
owners do not want them anymore. Animal shelters are way more than that, they help communities.
Having animal shelters in the community is important because they provide homes for unwanted animals,
provide people with new members to the family, and improve animal health.
Many of the animals in shelters were either dropped off or picked up by Animal Control, meaning they
were roaming free. Most of the time when the animals are roaming free, their owners just let them go
because they didn’t want them anymore or couldn’t give them the care that they need. Either way the
shelters provide temporary homes for the unwanted animals in communities. With the shelters providing
homes, they are preventing more animals from ending up in the same place the animals in the shelter are
in. Also while providing temporary homes for these animals, at the same time the animals are given the
day to day care that they need. The care that these animals need is more than just food and water. These
animals need the love that they have lost when they came into the shelter.
While the shelters are providing temporary homes, they are also helping the animals find forever homes
too. With the workers (including volunteers) in the animal shelters working through media outlets, many
animals are able to find homes that they wouldn’t have found otherwise. More than just the media helps
these animals, the way animal shelters affect the community plays a big factor in it as well. When they
affect the community they affect the people with the thought that those animals in the shelter could be
the pets that they love and care for. With that the community comes together with the shelters and the
community and shelters work together to help the animals. Without the shelter and community both
playing an important role, many of the animals wouldn’t be as healthy as they would be without the
community. With animal shelters and the whole community working together as a team, it helps the
majority of the animals stay healthy and alive and to find forever homes.
The most important role animal shelters play in the community is that they help improve animal health.
When an animal comes into the shelter, they check to see if the animal is spayed/neutered. If that animal
is not, then they spay/neuter it to prevent more animals from ending up in the situation that the animal
is in. Animal shelters also help prevent other diseases from spreading around the community like rabies.
When an animal is called in with rabies the only thing that the animal shelter can do is put that animal to
sleep. By putting that animal to sleep, they have prevented that disease from spreading as fast as it
would’ve if that animal was still roaming around in the community.
Animal shelters are the glue that holds communities together. They give homes for unwanted animals,
give families new companions, and help improve health of the animals in the community. With all that
these shelters do for the communities we live in, it wouldn’t be overstepping to say that our society could
not function safely without them.
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About the Prince William SPCA
The Prince William SPCA is an all-volunteer nonprofit organization established in 2004. From just a handful
of volunteers ten years ago to more than 200 volunteers today, the organization has grown to become the
voice of companion animals in the greater Prince William County region. Whether it is promoting shelter pet
adoptions or raising money for spay/neuter coupons, the Prince William SPCA is focused on animal welfare.
Where there is a need, our volunteers work to address it.
In ten years, the organization has developed numerous programs that have positively and directly
helped animals both in the local shelters and in homes of residents throughout Prince William County,
Manassas and Manassas Park, Va. We have been a catalyst for improvements to animal welfare through
programs that include Friends of the Shelter, P.A.W. Express Mobile Adoption Van, PWSPCA Youth, Pet Food
Pantry, and Spay/Neuter Assistance Coupons.
The Prince William SPCA’s current efforts are focused on a new, and much-needed, animal shelter in
Prince William County. The existing shelter has reached a critical point where it can no longer adequately
serve the residents or the animals in its care. On an annual basis, the shelter receives 180,000 walk in
requests, 12,000 calls for service, and 7,000 animals that need processing. The antiquated, 39-year-old
facility has insufficient space for the intake numbers, has a failing ventilation system, and lacks necessary
features such as separate areas for exams, adoptions, grooming, quarantine, euthanasia, training, visitation
and equine/livestock. Recently, the shelter has become an “Adoption Guarantee” facility, however, animals
are still being euthanized because of the inferior living conditions offered by an inadequate, outdated facility.
The only solution is for the county to invest in a shelter improvement plan that will not only improve
conditions for the animals and staff, but will save money and generate more funds for the county through
adoption fees. A new shelter will expand and improve the living environment which will better contain disease
and outbreaks, resulting in healthier animals. Fewer sick animals means more animals will be available for
adoption and more residents will be willing to visit the facility to adopt a new pet. The increased publicity
and visibility means more adoptions and increased revenues for the county. A new animal shelter is a winwin for the county and its residents, both two- and four-footed.
For more information on the Prince William SPCA or its efforts to help companion animals in the
community, visit www.pwspca.org.
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